Solidarity with Palestine is a matter of Black principles 

Hi sisters and brothers,

This is Samaira from the NUS Black Students' Committee and Vice President of Manchester Met University Students’ Union sending your weekly Black students’ update. 
Since the beginning of Israel‘s occupation of Palestine the repression of the Palestinians has grown progressively worse. Despite the clear rules of international law that apply when a country occupies another, and the supposed safeguards that are in place to protect civilian populations, which include students, the reality on the ground is very far from respecting the rule of law. 
In practical terms this means that education has virtually ground to a halt, basic healthcare services are dangerously inadequate, the economy has been devastated, jobs have been lost, livelihoods destroyed, and hope for a just and peaceful solution in the near future ebb away. Arbitrary detentions of youths, the trials of civilians in military courts which hand down harsher sentences, the failure of Israeli security forces to protect Palestinian citizens against lawless and illegal settlers are common place. While the settlers, who occupy large parts of Palestinian territory in the West Bank and Gaza (despite rulings of international courts) act with near impunity because they are deemed to be citizens of Israel (and therefore enjoy full civil rights), their Palestinian neighbours, living cheek by jowl but under occupation, are subjected to martial laws. 
Why does this matter to us? How can we afford to join the struggle against this occupation when we have so many challenges in our ‘own backyard’? The case is simple: the suffering of Black people around the world should matter to each and every one of us. The respect of international laws and courts must also matter to us because the same architects and arbiters of these laws who seek to cherry pick which people are ‘worth’ protecting and which are not are a threat to all of us.  The erosion of civil liberties in one country makes it easier to erode civil liberties in another. Every Palestinian, just as every Black person, has a right to live with dignity, free from brutalisation; humiliation and occupation.
As a firm believer in the human rights of all people I have supported struggles for Palestinian rights, just as I continue to support the struggles for Syrian, Iranian, Congolese, Somalian, Eritrean, Kashmiri, Cuban and Haitian human rights: all students on our campuses. Indeed, the history of NUS is that it was formed on the back of a strong internationalist perspective against the brutality of war. Of course, this does not mean we ignore what happens on our own door step because what happens in places seemingly far away has ramifications in our British back yard. This is what the diversity in the Black Students’ Campaign teaches me every day.
Many students in Britain have historic or contemporary connections through our families and experiences to places outside the UK. This gives us an understanding of the responsibility we have to support the right to education and equality across the world. Why then, given the NUS’ founding principles, when the bullets, bombs and white phosphorus gas shells rained down on schools, colleges and universities in Gaza did the NUS fail to take a stand and strongly condemn Israel's indiscriminate attacks? The answer is simply that small minded factions within NUS put their petty political interests before the Union’s founding principle of protecting people, including NUS members and students around the world. 
As the poet Santayana said in 1863: ‘Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it.’ This is why I am proud to call myself a Black internationalist and why I joined Black students and the Black Students’ Campaign to lobby the NUS to force it to “strongly condemn Israel’s siege on Gaza and actively campaign for it to be lifted in accordance with international law” as well as to commit to supporting Palestinians’ right to education.  It was our collective victory that the NUS finally voted to give solidarity to Palestinians and support their freedom, and ours, because the oppression of Palestinians is no less an oppression than of Black South Africans under Apartheid. 

In practical terms, each one of us can send a clear message that  Israel's illegal occupation must end, it must abide by international laws, and allow for a just an peaceful resolution to this conflict. Just this week, at my own union in Manchester, we launched a boycott and divestment campaign to get Veolia off our campus and university. Here are some ideas to get active in your clubs, societies, and union. Please read, act, and share widely: 

1. Sign up for the Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) conference (21 April, London). To register visit: http://ymlp.com/xgehybywgmguw
2. Encourage your students’ union to engage with the PSC, set up weekly information stalls, notice boards, or organise social events. Visit the PSC website http://www.palestinecampaign.org/index.asp for resources and materials.

3. Contact: students@palestinecampaign.org for materials, speakers, films, help and advice on how to take forward Palestine campaigns on your campus.
4. Propose a motion to your students’ union to support Palestinian students. This can range from affiliating to the PSC, twinning with a university in Palestine, or boycotting Israeli goods on campus.
5. If your institution invests in companies that support the Israeli occupation or have contracts with companies like the cleaning group Veolia which benefits from Israeli settlements, launch a campaign for disinvestment or termination of that contract. 
6. Write to your local supermarket and ask them to stop sourcing products from illegal settlements. A model letter for supermarkets is here: http://www.palestinecampaign.org/index7b-2.asp?m_id=1&l1_id=3&l2_id=107&content_ID=1229
7. Write to your MP and ask them to support the campaign to end the import of goods grown, sourced or packed in illegal Israeli settlements built on Palestinian land in the West Bank. A model letter is here: http://www.palestinecampaign.org/index7b-2.asp?m_id=1&l1_id=3&l2_id=107&content_ID=1228
 

For practical tips and information on how to organise and implement these initiatives, a number of which I have done in my own union, or for any other support, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will do everything I can to help!
 

Yours in unity – or as the Xhosa in South Africa say: Amandla Ngawethu (power to the people)!

 
Samaira Anjum
NUS Black Students' Committee &
Vice President, Manchester Met Uni Students’ Union

 
Email: samaira.anjum@nusbsc.org.uk 
Follow me on Twitter: samaira_anjum 
Website: http://samairaanjum.weebly.com/
