Register to vote! Get active against the BNP!

Hi sisters and brothers,

This is Samaira from NUS Black Students' Committee and Vice President of Manchester Met University Students’ Union, sending your weekly Black students’ update.

Some of you may already know that I grew up in Oldham where the British National Party (BNP) were really active. The BNP used both formal and informal means to inflict the unregulated and hate-filled terror of fascism that exists across Britain and Europe against whole sections of Black and other communities, including Jewish, Muslim and LGBT people.

Even as an 11-year-old child, when I saw the first letter bomb smash through my family home’s front door, I understood the gulf that stands between the violence and threats which underline the BNP’s philosophy and the type of society that progressive anti-fascist people, like my family and others in our community wanted to build. 

Thankfully, my parents got me active in fighting to live free from fear and oppression. We engaged in building alliances with other Black and white anti-racists and anti-fascists in our community and together we drove the BNP out of elected office and off our streets. It was an experience that will stay with me forever. 

The reality of racism in Britain today is that the polices of the BNP, the English Defence League, and even mainstream political parties who can problematise or scapegoat Black communities, directly breeds racism and resentment which can result in Black students and young people paying the ultimate price with their life. This is why we must all get active, and encourage other students as well, to challenge racism.
Sadly, the BNP is seeking to exploit the harsh economic climate we are in and is using tactics, such as infiltrating the student movement, to draw young people towards fascism. Its members have contested students’ union elections in places like the University of London Union. However, they did not succeed. 

Therefore, it should be clear to all of us from our own experiences that students have a vital role to play in the run up to the local elections on 3 May.

The right to vote took a lot of struggle to win, but very little effort to undervalue. We can all make a difference to stop the far right making progress, and to demand that politicians listen – especially those within this Tory government which has attacked our rights so much – and address the needs to young Black people when it comes to accessing education, to opposing racism, and to creating jobs and safer communities. 

We must unite with all those who are threatened by the BNP regardless of our differences on other issues. All those who believe in democracy and human rights should use their vote and get active in those areas that are at risk from the BNP. Even where the BNP are not present we must vote! 

Get active

Here are a number of things we can all get involved with in our unions, colleges and universities, to challenge racism and inequality:

1. In less than a month’s time there will be major local council elections. Everyone must ensure that as many students are registered to vote against racist and far right parties. In order to vote on 3 May you must register to vote by 18 April. There is no time to waste. Visit: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/elections/voter-registration
2. Organise an anti-racism initiative against the BNP on your campus, visit the Unite Against Fascism website: http://uaf.org.uk/ to get a speaker or engage in local anti-BNP activities.

3. Speak to your students' union entertainments or societies' officer and encourage them to set up a fundraising night at your college or university with all proceeds going to Show Racism the Red Card Educational Charity, visit http://www.srtrc.org/home
4. Encourage your students' union to get involved with the national One Society Many Cultures campaign to defend and promote multiculturalism, visit the campaign website: http://www.onesocietymanycultures.org/ for resources and materials.

5. Get your students’ union to affiliate to Unite Against Fascism, visit: http://uaf.org.uk/
6. Mobilise your union to pass a ‘no platform for fascists’ policy. I have attached a briefing that is also available on NUS Connect which explains what the policy is and how to enforce it. 


For any other tips or more information on how to organise these initiatives, which I have already done at my own union, or for any additional support, please do not hesitate to contact me or check out my website.

Yours in unity, 

Samaira Anjum
NUS Black Students' Committee &
Vice President at Manchester Met University Students’ Union
Email: samaira.anjum@nusbsc.org.uk
Follow me on Twitter: samaira_anjum
Website: http://samairaanjum.weebly.com/
