Keep campaigning; keep winning! 

Hi sisters and brothers,

This is Samaira from NUS Black Students' Committee and Vice President of Manchester Met Uni Students’ Union sending your weekly Black students’ update.

Over the past year I've been encouraging and campaigning for Black students to stand in elections up and down the country. With the 2012 election season in full flow and a large number of Black students standing in many unions, the hard work is clearly paying off! I'm excited and inspired that I've been able to support you with practical resources that give advice on how to stand for election, how to develop effective campaign strategies, help with writing election speeches and manifestos, and other training. 
 
It’s an honour to help ensure Black students are able to stand and be elected because as a full time Black students' union officer in Manchester, and member of the Black Students' Committee, I know how tough it is to undertake this journey. It’s also very inspiring to see so many Black students put themselves forward for election and each and every one of you must be congratulated because your action is an inspiration to others. Critically, the need to improve Black representation is also clear because where Black people are elected into roles of influence, the quality of other Black peoples’ lives and experiences is improved simply because there’s a better understanding of the Black communities’ needs and aspirations.
 
If you would like access to the practical help I've been giving to other Black students please get in touch ASAP. Equally, if you can offer a few hours to help support Black students in your area, let me know ASAP because I’m coordinating volunteers for a number of campaigns. All help will make a difference. The more we can the better. So if you want to join the campaign trail with me get in touch! 
 
From Birmingham to Cambridge, from Lincoln to Manchester – all among the many places where I've been on the ground campaigning – let's keep going, let's keep campaigning and let's keep winning! We are tomorrow's leaders and by preparing today by equipping ourselves and inspiring others to work hard and push to be the best we can. Our presence signifies more than words could state. 

In the meantime, here are practical ideas to keep things moving in your clubs, societies, and union to make them more inclusive and representative. Please read, act, and share widely: 

1) Become a delegate at NUS Annual Conference (24-26 April, Sheffield) which is NUS’ highest decision making forum. We need more Black students there!
2) Stand for election to your students’ union exec. Encourage others too. I have attached two practical briefings I produced to support Black students. They explain how to stand and win elections in your union.
3) Campaign for a Black Students’ Officer in your union. Submit a model motion, like the one I’ve attached, to your union council meeting.
4) Encourage your union to get involved with the NUS Black Students’ Campaign, set up a weekly information stall or notice board, and organize social events. Visit: http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/campaigns/black/.

Finally, let me remind you again: keep up the good work you are doing, stay strong, stay focussed and remember that if you need any help, advice or support please do not hesitate to contact me. I’m here to put Black students first and will do everything I can to help!

Yours in unity, 

Samaira Anjum
NUS Black Students’ Committee
Vice President, Manchester Met Uni Students’ Union

Email: samaira.anjum@nusbsc.org.uk 
Follow me on Twitter: samaira_anjum
Website: www.samairaanjum.weebly.com
