Hi sisters and brothers,

This is Samaira from NUS Black Students' Committee and Vice President of Manchester Met University Students’ Union, sending your weekly Black students’ update.

During the general election campaign in 2010, David Cameron’s Conservative Party threatened to reduce net migration (the difference between the number of those going out and those coming) into Britain from "hundreds of thousands to the tens of thousands." Now, in 2012, the reality of this pledge is coming to light as the Con-Dem coalition government pursues its highly controversial goal which disproportionately impacts on international students, of whom a large percentage are Black, as well as on skilled and unskilled migrant workers.
At a time of financial crisis, the chronic under-investment in the British further and higher education system has laid bare the democratic, educational and economic deficit gaps that exist, and the impact on home and international students has been shown to be particularly harsh. For example, international students have historically paid very high fees which have then been used to subsidise the cost of home students’ education because successive governments have not funded institutions properly. 

With the coalition government’s policy on net migration restricting the number of international student visas, many institutions have faced massive funding shortfalls. This blows a serious hole through the Government’s migration policy. In 2011, net migration was 252,000 people, a majority of this consisted of students with visas.
Following a modest public consultation, new measures designed to curb improper use of the student visa system were announced last year and will come into effect on 6 April 2012. The proposed reforms seek to make entrance criteria tougher, introduce new limits on work entitlements and bring to an end the post-study work route (PSW) which allows many international students to remain in Britain for a short period of time after their education to get some practical work experience.

The government's long list of new regulations is designed to price many Black international students out of a British education through excessively high visa fees, punitively high maintenance related charges, the requirement to pay their university course fees up front, a tightening up on English language requirements (despite the large number of students who come to Britain to join language courses!), and the removal of a number of civil and legal rights from international students.

With students being hit the hardest, larger education institutions are suffering, as well as smaller specialist language colleges. More than 250 of these have been sacrificed with many stopping the recruitment of international students all together and the sector seeing a 70 reduction drop in applications. 
Among the major changes to education funding is the pursuit of a more market-driven approach to places. The tuition fee increases - up to £9,000 per year - will replace the public funding that is being withdrawn. The next phase of this reduction will see the teaching grant cut by more than £800m for 2012-13, with a further £1bn cut the following year. The projected changes mean that a substantial majority of universities will have fewer places next year - and about a quarter of universities could face reductions of 10 per cent and above.

Far from giving the best universities the freedom to take on more students, this represents a push to a cut-price education.

With globalisation and growing mobility of students and populations it is imperative for Britain to remain competitive within the international setting. This opportunity is reduced when the number of international students – who provide such a significant contribution to academic, cultural and economic stability to this country’s education sector, particularly universities – are being priced out of enriching the lives and experiences of British students. This is not a smart or long term strategy to help recover from the financial crisis. Therefore, it is imperative that all students and institutions make a stand against the draconian policies being pushed through by the government. 

The NUS International Students’ Campaign has been making a stand. It has launched a social media campaign called ‘International Students Against Immigration Changes’ and another campaign called ‘Share Your Story’. The NUS Black Students’ Campaign, our members in Black clubs and societies, which often have many international students within them, should all consider taking up this challenge and running the initiatives at a local level. 

Taking Action 

1. Encourage your students' union to get involved with the NUS International Students’ Campaign. Set up a joint information stall or notice board about the immigration charges and your story campaigns. Visit the NUS website: http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/campaigns/international/ for resources and materials.

2. Write to your MP and ask them to support the campaign to stop the immigration changes. To find out who your MP please visit: www.writetothem.org
3. Raise awareness of the issues International students are facing an encourage them to share their story. Please visit and 'like' the facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/IntCampaign?ref=ts
4. Support international students on your campus. Organize social events between your college or university’s Black and International students’ societies. 
5. Sign up for the ‘Understanding and Working with Points Based Immigration’ one day training seminar for education providers, international student recruitment officers and advisers. This will help you to understand the new immigration landscape and its impact on vetting, sponsoring and recruiting such students. Institutions know the new system and be fully compliant with UK Border Agency Procedures. To register please visit: http://publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/regform.php?event=CE10-PPE
As always, for practical tips and information, or any other support, please do not hesitate to contact me and I will assist, or try and direct you to an appropriate source.

Yours in unity, 


Samaira Anjum
NUS Black Students' Committee &
Vice President at Manchester Met University Union


Email: samaira.anjum@nusbsc.org.uk
Follow me on Twitter: samaira_anjum
Website: http://samairaanjum.weebly.com/
