Commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day - 'Speak Up, Speak Out'‏

Hi sisters and brothers,
This is Samaira from NUS Black Students' Committee, and the Vice President of Manchester Met University Students’ Union, sending your weekly update on Black students' affairs.

I grew up in Oldham where the British National Party (BNP) were really active. The BNP used formal and informal means to inflict the unregulated and hate-filled terror of fascism that exists across Britain and Europe against whole sections of Black and other communities, including Jewish, Muslim and LGBT people.

Even as an 11-year-old, when I saw the first letter bomb smash through my family home’s front door, I understood the gulf that stands between the violence and threats which underline the BNP’s philosophy and the type of society that progressive anti-fascist people, like my family and others in my community, wanted to build. Thankfully, my parents got me active in fighting to live free from fear and oppression. We engaged in building alliances with other Black and white anti-racists and anti-fascists in our community and together we drove the BNP out of elected office and off our streets.

On 27 January, the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, we have a chance to remember the millions of people who lost their lives during the Nazi Holocaust and in other genocides including Bosnia, Cambodia, Darfur and Rwanda. These crimes against humanity continue to impact on our lives today, including the lives of students in our unions.

On a visit to Poland earlier this year I learned about the systematic impact of fascism during the Holocaust, when the Nazis attempted to annihilate Black, Jewish, LGBT people among many others. Recent history shows us that fascism stands for the annihilation of whole communities that fascists shut down democracy and free speech whenever they get the opportunity. Sadly, too many of our politicians and sections of the media continue to push a reactionary agenda by whipping up Islamophobia and division among Black communities and working class people. 

We know what this Tory government’s agenda of public sector cuts is, who will be worst hit, and its inevitable consequences in terms of unemployment, job insecurity, social inequality. The government is playing a dangerous game by making it easier for the BNP and English Defence League to blame Black and immigrant communities or even multiculturalism for the failure to regulate the banks and financial markets.

There is no right or wrong way to mark the Holocaust Memorial Day, we just need to build links and seek to create a safer and better future in order to ‘speak up, speak out’ when fascism rears its ugly head. At my own union, in Manchester, just this week we organised the biggest ever Love Music Hate Racism gig in the city with more than 500 students.

Here are some ideas to get things going within your clubs, societies, and your union. Please read, act, and share widely: 
1. Sign the pledge to ‘speak up, speak out’ and make you commitment to ending discrimination by challenging the language of hatred. Visit: http://www.speakupnow.org.uk/sign_our_pledge.php?action=pledge
2. Encourage your union to get involved with the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust to commemorate the day and to challenge racism and fascism. Visit: http://hmd.org.uk/ for great resources, including a campaigns pack, survivor testimonies and speaker contacts.
3. Pass a ‘no platform for fascists’ policy in your union. I've attached a briefing document that is also available on NUS Connect. This includes an explanation of what no-platform is and how to enforce it.
4. Speak to your union’s entertainments or societies’ officer and work with your Black, Jewish, Muslim and Christian societies to host a film showing to remember the victims of genocide. You can find films on: http://www.youtube.com/user/HMDTrust
5. With racist incidents continuing and fascist groups continuing to organise, it is important to unite and challenge hatred and bigotry in all its forms. Attend the Unite Against Fascism conference to learn how you can fascism and Islamophobia on campus. To register visit: http://uaf.org.uk/
6. Sign up for the Stop the War National Conference (Saturday 3 March, 10am- 5pm in London). For more information visit: http://stopwar.org.uk/

For more practical tips and information on how to organise and implement the ideas above, most of which I have already done in my own union, or for any other support, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will do everything I can to help!

Yours in unity,

Samaira Anjum
NUS Black Students’ Committee &
Vice President, Manchester Met Uni Students’ Union
Email:samaira.anjum@nusbsc.org.ukor sam_7861@hotmail.co.uk
Follow me on Twitter: samaira_anjum
Join me on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=745528691




