Students organizing and uniting against being priced out of education 
Hi sisters and brothers, 

This is Samaira, from NUS Black Students' Committee and Vice President of Manchester Met University Union, sending your weekly Black students' update.

The failed policies of successive governments – which have injected market values into education – has been pursed with even more vigour by the current Tory-Lib Dem administration which has forced ever more commercialisation of higher education, draconian cuts to educational budgets, the abolition of Education Maintenance Allowances (EMA), and massive hikes in students’ course fees. 
The sum of these policies has had a detrimental and disproportionate impact on the access to opportunities for Black students, among other groups, not least making it much harder for working class people, especially young Black people, to get to college or university, and to achieve a good quality education in the hope of improving their prospects of a decent life. Even when Black students do manage to get a college or university qualification, the dire employment situation means that many will be forced into temporary, low paid work and risk a life of insecurity and exploitation.
The coalition government wants our universities to be run in the interests of privilege and profit. The higher education white paper will make students pay for their studies with a lifetime of debt. It will create a marketplace for university places, where branding and auditing take precedence over teaching and research. ‘Unviable’ universities will be allowed to go to the wall. Private providers will have access to state funding, in the form of student loans. They will be encouraged to compete with public institutions, driving down costs by cutting pay, pensions and jobs. These attempts to turn public money into private profit have already failed us in the banking sector and the health sector. 
Now more than ever, it is time to make a stand and stop the systematic marginalisation of Black perspectives in education. We must close the barriers that restrict gifted Black students from fulfilling their potential. Together during the week of action we can demonstrate that Black students will not tolerate this coalition government destroying our higher education system as we know it, behind closed doors with no parliamentary mandate, and force the government to Come Clean.

Despite a delay to the HE White Paper, the government is still hammering education, from sky high university fees to the lack of support for FE students, especially for working class young people. We must continue to fight, and broaden our struggle to help defeat this dangerous unaccountable government. There are many other actions that you can undertake within your college, university or union. I have provided some below. Please read, act, and share widely where appropriate:
1. Sign up to attend the Defend Public Education Conference (Sat 10 March, University of London Union). To register, please visit: https://asp.artegis.com/servlet/asm/Login
2. In your own college or university think about hosting an event to raise the profile of the impact of cuts on Black students. Partner up with other student groups on campus to make a massive impact, e.g. invite the college dance society to organise a flashmob dance with people dressed up as politicians/private profiteers in suits to represent those who want to steal our education system away from us for their profit
3. Encourage your students' union to get involved with NUS ‘come clean’ week of action (12-16 March) to demonstrate that students will not tolerate the coalition government destroying our education system, visit: http://www.nus.org.uk for materials and resources as well some practical ideas to engage students. 

4. Work with Black clubs and societies on your campus and get them to debate the impact of higher fees and cutbacks in education will have on Black students. Join the national walkout on your campus on Weds 14 March to demonstrate your opposition to the coalition Government’s plans to destroy our education system. 
5. Contact the Black Activists Rising Against the Cuts campaign for advice, support and resources. Please visit: www.blackactivistsrisingagainstcuts.blogspot.com
For any practical tips and more information on how to organise these initiatives, some of which I will be running in my own union, or for any other support or information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours in unity, 

Samaira Anjum
NUS Black Students' Committee &
Vice President at Manchester Met University Union

Email: samaira.anjum@nusbsc.org.uk
Follow me on Twitter: samaira_anjum
Website: http://samairaanjum.weebly.com/
