18 years on - justice delayed; justice denied. Action to challenge racism on campus‏

Dear sisters and brothers, 
This is Samaira from the NUS Black Students' Committee and a students' union sabbatical officer at Manchester Met University.

In a week where 23-year-old Anuj Bidve was remembered at a candle-lit vigil in my local area after he was shot dead in an unprovoked racist attack, we have also seen two of the people who murdered Stephen Lawrence finally be punished for their heinous crime. Stephen was an 18-year-old student who was murdered in 1993. His murder investigation was marred by fundamental errors that prevented any suspects to be successfully prosecuted until now. Even then, the case was only possible because of Stephen's parents - supported by committed anti-racists within the Black and white communities - who fought for justice and against racism in the police service and wider society. Sadly, Stephen is one of too many young Black students who has suffered racially motivated attacks.

The reality of racism in Britain today is that the polices of the British National Party, English Defence League, and even mainstream political parties when they problematise or scapegoat Black communities, directly breed racism and resentment which can result in Black students and young people paying the ultimate price with their life. This is why we must all get active, and encourage other students as well, to challenge racism. It is one of the most powerful legacies of Stephen's tragic murder and his families incredible resilience.

Here are a couple of things we can all get involved with in our unions, colleges and universities, to challenge racism and inequality:
1)  In a few months time there will be major local council elections, everyone must ensure that as many students are registered to vote against racism and far right parties. To get onto the electoral register, please visit: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/elections/voter-registration
2) Encourage your students' union to get involved with the national One Society Many Cultures campaign to defend and promote multiculturalism, visit the campaign website: http://www.onesocietymanycultures.org/ for resources and materials.
3) Organise an anti-racism initiative against the BNP on your campus, visit the Unite Against Fascism website: http://uaf.org.uk/ to get a speaker or engage in local anti-BNP activities.
4)  Sign the petition to stop the deportation of Yidnek Haile to prison in Ethiopia and encourage others to do so too. Visit: http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/stop-deportation-of-yidnek-haile-to-prison-in-ethiopia.html
5) Speak to your students' union entertainments or societies' officer and encourage them to set up a fundraising night at your college or university with all proceeds going to the Stephen Lawrence Charitable Trust, visit http://stephenlawrence.org.uk

For tips and more information on how to organise these initiatives, which I have already done at my own union, or for any additional information or support, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours in unity,

Samaira Anjum
NUS Black Students' Committee &
Sabb officer at Manchester Met University
Email: samaira.anjum@nusbsc.org.uk or sam_7861@hotmail.co.uk


